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Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma: Guardian of local 

government 

It would be remiss not to profile the Minister of Cooperative Governance and 

Traditional Affairs, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma. The Minister is a senior ranking, 

long-serving Cabinet Minister who has extensive experience as an 

administrator not only in the South African government, but also in her time 

presiding over the African Union (AU). As Cogta Minister, however, she has 

assumed a relatively low profile to date. This Personality reviews her 

experience and how it may feed into her portfolio. 

Heavy-hitter making few waves 

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma was born in 1949 and was educated at the Amanzimtoti Training College before 

proceeding to the Univeristy of Zululand, where she was awarded a Bachelor's Degree in Science (BSc), followed 

by a medical degree which she started at the the University of Natal, and completed at the University of Bristol 

after going into exile (en.wikipedia.org). 

Her political career began during the 1970s, as an underground ANC leader and Deputy President of the South 

African Student Organisation (www.sahistory.org.za).  

She served as Minister of Health from 1994 to 1999, then Minister of Foreign Affairs between 1999 and 

2009, and Minister of Home Affairs from 2009 to 2012, where she was praised for turning the Department of 

Home Affairs around to receive a clean audit (www.sahistory.org.za). Possibly her highest profile role (outside of 

South Africa) was as AU chairperson, from 2012 to 2017 - as the first woman to assume the role, where she was 

praised for a more gender-based view of security issues (www.sahistory.org.za) before returning to South Africa 

where she served as Minister in the Presidency before this year's May general elections that saw her being 

appointed as Cogta Minister. In 2015, the BBC listed her as one of the Broadcaster's 100 Women 

(email.touchbasepro.com). 

The two main media stories about her this year dealt with parliamentary criticism of the Minister for not 

attending a hearing on Eskom debt (blamed on a clash with a Cabinet committee 
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meetings, www.businesslive.co.za), as well as her (rightly) criticising tardy eThekwini councillors (www.iol.co.za). 

She has also urged for innovative thinking to promote sustainable, resilient and smart cities 

(www.iol.co.za, www.iol.co.za), calling local government South Africa's "biggest Achille's heel" (www.iol.co.za.) 

Regardless of these news-stories, Dlamini-Zuma has been low-key as Minister of Cooperative Governance to 

date, but this does not mean that she has not been taking the role on; known as a media-shy, hard worker we 

may well (hopefully) see the Minister playing a more noteworthy role in 2020 laying out a plan of action for local 

government's numerous challenges. 
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