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New leaders for local government 

Last month's elections ushered in a new minister of Cooperative Governance, 

a new Deputy, and new provincial Members of the Executive Committees 

(MECs). This Briefing outlines the profiles of these almost exclusively male 

personalities and what is known of their respective pasts. 

 

Politically established, some new blood, several scandals, and a dearth of 

women 

Nationally, Cooperative Governance Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma will need to fly the flag for women 

in an otherwise male-dominated group of leaders. She will likely prove a strong role model, nonetheless, known 

for her ability to work as a competent administrator, with decades of experience in Cabinet as Minister of Health, 

Home Affairs, and in the Presidency. Her absence of direct local government experience will be supplemented by 

her well-versed deputies former Johannesburg Mayor, Parks Tau, and Obed Bapela (municipaliq.co.za). 

Provincially there is a mix of newcomers and incumbents Cogta MECs: 

 The Eastern Cape will see Xolile Nqatha, MEC for rural development since March last year and MPL since 

2014, take up the post. Nqatha who began his career as a mineworker, then becoming a researcher, was 

the SACP's Provincial Secretary. 

 There is limited information of the Free State's Skully Thembeni Nxangisa, but his social media presence 

makes it clear that he was actively involved in recent campaigning.  

 Gauteng's Lebogang Maile transfers from his role as MEC for Economic Development, having served as an 

MPL since 2014. He represents a youth constituency as Chairperson of Gauteng's ANCYL.  Elected in 1995 

as Deputy Chairperson of Cosas's Alexandra branch, it may be hoped that he might also be able to assist 

the troubled township. 

 KwaZulu-Natal's MEC Sipho Hlomuka has already been busy in his new role, negotiating with Eskom. He 

is the ANC's Deputy Provincial Secretary, known for his role in politics in Okhahlamba. 

 Limpopo's Basikopo Makamu, nicknamed "The Future", has already served as MEC for Agriculture and 

Rural Development and has vowed to work with VBS-compromised municipalities. He is from Greater Giyani 

where he started off herding cattle, rising to Regional ANC Secretary in Mpani. 
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 Mpumalanga's MEC Mandla Jeffrey Msibi, former Mbombela Speaker, arguably has the most significant 

baggage of new leaders - having been arrested after a community skirmish where allegations of corruption 

were levelled in 2018, as well as being arrested in 2014 for allegedly inciting violence 

(mpumalanganews.co.za lowvelder.co.za). 

 The Northern Cape retains Bentley Vass, who is provincial Deputy Chairperson of the ANC.  

 The North West's Gordon Kegakilwe comes from the province's legislature, where he was accused of 

misappropriating funds in 2013 (mg.co.za). 

 The Western Cape's MEC remains Anton Bredell - the only MEC to retain the same portfolio for the third 

consecutive term, with a background in local government as a councillor, as well as serving in the South 

African National Defence Force. 

Other noteworthy personalities include: 

The Minister of Finance, Tito Mboweni, who is increasingly known for his cooking tips, but also frank 

commentary on issues from monetary policy to municipal spending on costly transport (www.iol.co.za). While he 

may not have any direct experience in local government, he may well come out with a few more controversial 

assertions as the next term unfolds. 

Northern Cape Premier, Zamani Saul, whose commitment to saving on state expenses and reallocating these to 

areas of greatest need (a Cabinet car fleet for ambulances for instance), as well as foregoing pictures on walls to 

reinstil the concept of servant leadership is likely to become a source of public admiration and benchmark for 

fiscal frugality. 

© Municipal IQ. Not for circulation or quotation without permission. 

You are receiving this as a registered user of Municipal IQ 

   

 

 

https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-pddillk-ikciujjk-y/
https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-pddillk-ikciujjk-j/
https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-pddillk-ikciujjk-t/
https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-pddillk-ikciujjk-i/

