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Zandile Gumede: Mayor in the dock 

Possibly in one of local government's biggest post-apartheid scandals, 

eThekwini's Mayor, Zandile Gumede appeared in court last week on charges 

of fraud and corruption relating to a R208m waste contract. Gumede's trial 

has set off a series of reactions - the ANC has distanced itself from the trial 

saying that the law needs to takes its course, the Party's Integrity Committee 

has said that she should step down (city-press.news24.com), while former 

President Jacob  Zuma has weighed in, expressing his support, along with the 

ANC Women's League (www.timeslive.co.za, www.enca.com). For Gumede, 

whatever the outcome of the trial, the light shed on her political career is 

unlikely to be favourable. This Personality of the Month considers details that 

have come to light. 

 

A victim of politics or a "Gangster" Mayor? 

58-year old Zanele Gumede has conflicting identities. eThekwini's official website describes her as follows: 

 An ANC cadre, who worked in the organisation since the 1990s, taking over the Mayoral chains in 2016, 

with a background in community organisations, especially in the health sector; 

 A former ward councillor (elected in 2001), and a PR councillor for two terms, as well as Executive 

Committee member and Chairperson of the Community and Emergency Services, "juggl[ing] all her 

positions and responsibilities with precision"; 

 Focussed on women empowerment, and basic service delivery; 

 Having "studied Community Development" and "representing South Africa in Canada"; 

 Mother of four and a grandmother of seven, and a "proud uniform wearing member of the Methodist Church 

of Southern Africa", with details of her taste in gospel and traditional music, and preferred food 

(www.durban.gov.za). 

The webpage also fails to distinguish her role as ANC regional treasurer for eThekwini as a Party role (from 2007 

to 2015), simply describing her as "Treasurer". 
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But Niren Tolsi writing in New Frame describes the "Iron Lady of Inanda" altogether differently: 

 Questioning whether she had in fact been involved in struggle activities on the basis of information provided 

by three different sources; 

 Noting that the ANC NEC's Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma's 2013 report into party list disputes recommended 

that Gumede be “removed [as councillor]”, and that the task team had been notified of “problems in the list 

processes as some members were intimidated in meetings...  conflicts revolving around the ward councillor 

… [who was] accused of murder and fuels tensions and divisions in the ward"; 

 Suggesting that she purged political opponents after 2016, with one of Tolsi's sources arguing that “Entire 

teams under James Nxumalo, from politicians to people working in the city’s departments, were kicked out 

of the city. Its institutional memory was completely destroyed”; 

 Alleging that she employed a “mayor's helper” to carry her handbag at official functions, on a T17 grade, 

earning around R50,000 a month; 

 Mentioning the questioning of her spokesperson, Mthunzi Gumede, in the 2017 murder of ANC councillor, 

Sibusiso Maphumulo 

(www.newframe.com, mg.co.za). 

Shackdweller's movement, Abahlali baseMjondolo, is even more damning, describing Gumede as a "Gangster 

Mayor", implicated in corruption, oppression, intimidation, and violence, including murder:  

"It was under her administration leadership that Samuel Hloule of eKukhanyeni was shot dead in a broad 

daylight... that Sifiso Ngcobo our chairperson in eKukhanyeni was assassinated in May 22, 2018.... that two 

comrades in eKhenana were shot and killed this year..." (abahlali.org).  

Abahlali is also aggrieved by service delivery concerns: 

"It was under her leadership that casspirs (armoured vehicles) worth R28 million were purchased to oppress the 

poor while people remain homeless. It was under her leadership that R25 million was spent to rent 800 portable 

toilets for six months. It was under her leadership that the Public Protector found that each government shack in 

the Kennedy Road transit camps was built at a cost of R35 000 when the normal cost is R5 000" (abahlali.org). 

A City Press article alleges that her rise to power, which saw the untimely exit of former Municipal Manager, 

Sibusiso Sithole, led to an abuse of supply chain procedures. One example is a sanitation contract outsourced to 

"quasi-vigilantes" who not only failed to perform the service, but demanded "protection" pay-outs from 

businesses (city-press.news24.com). 

It is unsurprising that in this culture of lawlessness, the Auditor-General removed his staff from the council given 

concerns surrounding their safety. 

There is little doubt that the press will be filled with many more controversial stories as details of the Hawks' 

investigations emerge. These unfolding reports will not help the ANC's declining ballot support - from 59% in 

2016 to 56% two weeks ago. It will also not help the Metro's reputation in financial markets. While GCR affirmed 

its AA+ credit rating last year (and its score on our Developmental Credit Risk Index remained unchanged in 

2018), GCR also noted irregular expenditure (globalratings.net). 

These factors are likely to affect Gumede's prospects of retaining her job, with the ANC Youth League already 

calling for her dismissal, already critical her management of massive strike action in the run-up to 

elections (www.iol.co.za). Today's Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) is said to be weighing up the options for 
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her future, but legal proceedings (www.iol.co.za), whatever the outcome of the PEC meeting, present a dark 

cloud for Gumede. 

With further arrests expected to trickle down to 62 of eThekwini's PR councillors (mg.co.za), and in the wake of 

a series of arrests of eThekwini officials, the next few months may render one of the country's largest metros 

struggling for moral authority, with the allegations surrounding Gumede a dark stain on its reputation. 

© Municipal IQ. Not for circulation or quotation without permission. 

You are receiving this as a registered user of Municipal IQ 

   

 

 

https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-pijxlt-ikciujjk-x/
https://subscriptions.touchbasepro.com/t/d-l-pijxlt-ikciujjk-m/

