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Stevens Mokgalapa  - a poisoned chalice 

It's official - Tshwane's new Hammanskraal-born Mayor, Stevens Mokgalapa, takes over 

Solly Msimanga's mayoral chains today, with a three-month deadline imposed by the 

Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) (www.timeslive.co.za,). He has vowed to tackle 

corruption, facilitate job creation, and fast-track service delivery 

(www.iol.co.za, www.timeslive.co.za, twitter.com) where his predecessor faltered, but the 

three months ahead will not be easy. This Personality of the Month outlines Mokgalapa's 

background and considers his prospects.  

An unenviable set of Mayoral chains 

Tshwane is one of those cursed coalitions - where the DA governs at the behest of the ideologically polar opposite EFF, and 

there is little chance of the Fighters giving Mokgalapa a break in the run-up to May's general elections.  

In addition, Mokgalapa needs to try and resolve two pressing issues that Msimanga was unable to - the irregular awarding 

of an engineering contract to consultants, GladAfrica, (ab)using Section 32 of the MFMA (which allows for piggybacking off 

other public entities' supply chain management, www.timeslive.co.za), and his relationship with controversial City 

Manager Moeketsi Mosola. 

Mokgalapa has vowed to use the courts if necessary to hold senior managers to account, paying attention to 

recommendations of forensic investigations and the Auditor-General, with a specialised unit to be set up to deal with 

corruption (citizen.co.za, www.timeslive.co.za). The new Mayor comes with an intimate understanding of the City, where 

he was born and was a councillor for 9 years, before he headed to Parliament in 2009 as a DA MP and spokesperson on 

human settlements, and then international affairs  (www.timeslive.co.za). 

Mokgalapa joined the Democratic Party (the DA's predecessor) in 1999, and has an undergraduate degree in political 

science from the University of Pretoria and an honours degree from the University of the Western Cape in international 

relations, and is married, with one daughter (www.power987.co.za, ewn.co.za, www.pa.org.za, en.wikipedia.org). 

He will need all the political acumen he can muster to contain his managers and to manage an uncontainable coalition. 
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